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T, $410334 Mejor Dougles John McRAIN of Army Headquerters, 
Melbourne, make oath and say: 


l. I am en officer of the Austrelien Military 
Forces. 


2% Annexed hereto and marked Exhibit "4" js a true 
copy of an Interrogation of Cept. WATANABE KAOKU ane Mejor 
ITO, Taichi on 7 November, 1945, which I have in my custody 

in the course of my éuties. 


35 The originel abovementioned document cannot be 
made available immediately as it is required for trials of 
minor war criminals. 


Sworn before me eat Melbourne ) 
this 27th dey of May, 1945, ) (Signed} Douglas McBain 
Major. 


(Signed) W. Bunsctl Capt. 
An officer of tho Austrelian 
Military Forces. 


Capt. WATANABE Kaoru of 17 Army LP ‘nit and later of 38 Bde 
MP Unit being questioned with the assistence of Sgt. M. 
RUGLESS (of RAAF att ATIS) states: 


I arrived at RABAUL 22 Mer 43, 
EREVENTA 28 Mar 43 
then to NEW GOhGIA until Sep 43 
then to EREVENTA until 27 vet 43 
tnen to TANLENA-POKTON area, arriving 6 Nov 43 departing 27 
Mey 45 then to NUMA NUMA until surrender, 


Q. At TARIENA did you heve a w/o MOhITA with you? 
Av Yes ~ before I errived there, several small MP 
units were operating under W/O LOhITA Hechisaburo, When I 
arrived I took over from him and he remained with me. 


Q. Where is MORITA now? 
A. He died of malaria and anothcr fever about 30 


Q. How many white prisoners did you know of while 
you were at TA&Ai.LENA? 
A. Three, 


Q. Were they under your control or the control of 
any of your MPs? 


© es ~ 4 
ha 


PURL: =i | 


Evidentiary Document No. 5447. Page 2. 


Ae The orders concerning them came from MP HQ at 
17 Army HQ ERKEVENTA (lajor ITO Taichi - now et FAUKO ISLAND) 


Q. Were they all together, 
A. There was one on his own = the other two were 
together. 


Q. When did you first see them? 
Ae One was at TARLENA when I arrived. 


Q. Did you know about him before you arrived? 
A. No, 


Q. Who was in cherge of the prisoners when you 
arrivec? 

F MORITA, acting direct under orders from MP HQ 
et 17 Army 
Q. What was their nationality and arn? 


A. US flyers. 
Q. Whet renks? 


A, Two were 2/Lts. and one a Sgt, They were all 
airmen =- I think they were bonibcr pilots. 
Did you hear when and where they had been 


Q. 
peeeuten? 


One, an officcr, was captured at TAhLENA about 
\ the beginning of Nov. 43. The othcr two in Dec. 43 at PORTON. 


Q. Where were you when the latter two were captured? 
he About 6 kilometres from the coast at POKTON. 


Q. Did you hear whether the first one came down at 
TAHIENA or whether he was brought there from another island? 


ay Natives handed him over to the local kPs, 


Was his neme NOKMAN? 
I cannot recollect it ~- it may have been. 


What heppened to him? 
ha He went to RABAUL about the cnd of Nov 43 on a 
submarine. 


Q. Did you see him go aboard the submarine? 
hoe No. I saw him on his way to it. 


Q. Did you hear cof him after thet? 
he No. 
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Q. What unit would hold him at RABAUL? 
Ae No. 6 MP Field Unit. 

Q. Were the two captured eat PORTON shot down over 
that place? 

he I didn't see the crash but I heard they care do 
there. 


Crash land or perachutes? 
Perachutcs,. 


Hed there been a reid on PORTON at the time? 
Yes. There were raids every ¢ey in that aree. 


What type of plane was it? 
I heard that they were Lightnings escorting 
e bombers, but I didn't see then. 


Did you heer their nemes? 
Yes, at the time, but I can't recell them now. 


What happened to them? 

Tacy parachuted into the sea between TAIOF 
ISLAND and POHTON, and when they reached land they were taken 
to the MPs. Under Orders from 17 Army they were executed, 
They hed attempted to escape. One of them hed a pistol. 
They were receptured. They were executed because of that. 


a. Who reported the attempted escape? 
MORITA reported it to me and I reported it by 
Sietal to MP HQ et 17 Army EREVENTA, 


Q. How long did it teke to get the reply? 
he One week after I sent the wire I received the 
reply "They rust be killed." 


Qe Who did you order to carry that out? 
ho I gave the order to MORITA who carricd it out 
with two subordinates 


Jepanese soldicrs for covrtemartial. On the way back 
the submarine was sunk and Al. 1KAWA drowned. 
Sgt. SUZUKI Tainiji. 


Q. Did MORITA report aftcrwards having carricd 
out your orders? 
Ae Yes. 


Q. Did you then report thet to MP hQ at 17 Arny? 
he Yes. 


1. S/h ANIKAWA Tatsuo. He leter went to hABAUL escorting 
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Q. Did MORITA say who had beheaded the prisoners? 
A. S/il ALIKAWA beheaded one and KITAMURA the other 


Q. Who is KITAMURA? 
A &£ supply officer - he was eat the Cepot st 


EhEVENT, before going to TARLENA, 


Q. Whet hed he to do with the matter? 
Ae The S/li's sword didn't c:t too well so he hande 
Over the 2nd. prisoner to KIT/MURL. 


Q. Why wes KITAMURA at the execution? 
he liis house wes nearby and he must heve gcne as 
& spectator. 


Are those 3 the only white prisoners you have 
Yes. 


Did you mcet Capt. (Then 1/Lt) IKEBA et TAKIENA 
he Yese 
Q. Were any of these white prisoners taken to 
IKEBA's hut at any time? 

No, 


Do you speak English? 
No, 


How did you telk to the prisoners? 
I would use the interpreter OlIISA. 


How do you account for IKEBA saying that in Nov 
he had given e cup of tea to two US airren prisoners? 
IKEBA was at the wherf at POKTON end there saw 
2 prisoncrs and invited them to his house for some tea, I 
forgot until you remindeé ne, 


Q. Are you in the same compound as Major Ito? 
A. Yes - No. 1 area. 

MAJOh ITO Taichi of 17 Army iP Unit being questioned with 
the assistance of Agt. li, KUGLESS (of KLAF att ATIS) says: 


Q. In Nov-Dec. 43 were you in cherge of LP unit 
et 17 Arry et EREVENTA? 
he Yes = from Oct. 43, 


Q. Wes WATANAEE under your cormand? 
he Yes. 
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Qs In Dec. 43 did you receive a signal from 
WATANABE reference two US eirmen? 
Ae Yes, 


Q. What was in the signal? 

A; This wire explained thet they had tried to 
escape and offered resistence and asking for orders as to 
treatment of them. 


Q. What did you do on receipt of that signal? 
A, I took it to lie} (Now L-Col) MIY/KAWA et the 
office of Chicf of steff 17 Arny (Me j-Gen AKINAGA). 


Q. Did MIYAKAWA tell you what to do? 

Les We conferred and I think I wrote thc reply, but 
I've handled so many signels thet I do not remerbcr now. is 
thet was 2 years ago I cennot recall it very well. 


Q. Whose decision wes it? 
he It wes not mine - it wes the FQ. 


° Wheat wes the reply? 
ne That they should be killed, 


° Did you or MIYAKAWA discuss the matter with 
anyone clse before sending the reply? 
he I don't know. There were othcr officers et 
the HQ who may have come in, 


This is the document marked Exhibit "4" refeired to in the 
Affidavit of Sk10334, “ej. D. J. hxBein, 4.HeQ., sworn before 
me this 27th dey of May, 1946, as being produced and shown 
to him at this time of his sweering his said Affidavit. 


(Signed) oeWe BUNSHLL...Capt. 
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